Why would the White House prevent the rescue of an
American ship?

This is, perhaps, the most disturbing question arising out
of Israel’s attack. It is why there needs to be a thorough
investigation of the actions taken by the White House and
the Secretary of Defense. Why did they order the recall of
the planes that had been sent to rescue the Liberty? Why
did they order that the survivors be silenced and the true
facts be withheld from the American people?

What kind of investigation are you calling for?

We are calling for a new Court of Inquiry by the
Department of the Navy, with congressional oversight, to
take public testimony from surviving crewmembers and
otherwise thoroughly examine the circumstances of the
attack.

Why are you calling for a naval — and not a congres-
sional — investigation?

We believe this would remove the inquiry from the politi-
cal pressures traditionally exerted by special interest
groups upon individual congressional offices.
Fundraising and election pressures have prevented an
honest investigation from being conducted for the past
50+ years.

Why is this significant for the American people more
than 50 years later?

We have a duty to the crew of the USS Liberty, while the
survivors are still alive to testify, and while the perpetra-
tors can be brought to justice. Furthermore, any policies
that paralyze our elected leadership to the extent they
become unable or unwilling to protect Americans and
American interests, endangers not only the safety of all
Americans but also the national security of the United
States.

Doesn’t America have a special relationship with
Israel?

No nation or people should be above the law; nor should
American interests be subordinated to the interests of any
foreign nation. Those Israelis responsible for ordering the
attack and the resulting murder of American sailors must
be held accountable for their actions.

The Independent Commission of Inquiry’s findings
can be read in full at IfAmericansKnew.org.

The Independent Commission of Inquiry:

Admiral Thomas H. Moorer,
United States Navy, (Ret.)
Former Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman, Liberty Alliance

General Raymond G. Davis,
United States Marine Corps, (MOH)
Former Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps
Vice Chairman, Liberty Alliance

Rear Admiral Merlin Staring
United States Navy, (Ret.)
Former Judge Advocate General of the Navy
Director, Liberty Alliance

Ambassador James Akins, (Ret.)

Former United States Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
Director, Liberty Alliance
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Commonly Asked Questions

About the USS Liberty

What happened to the USS Liberty?

The USS Liberty was a virtually

unarmed American navy ship that

was attacked by Israeli planes and Ly
torpedo boats on June 8, 1967.

What were the American casualties?

34 American sailors were killed and
172 injured that day, a casualty rate
of 70%. This is among the highest
casualty rates ever inflicted upon a
U.S. naval vessel.
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